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only took them in but gave them the means of living.
Some they placed on the land, some they brought into
the timber industry. Engineers from the southern
railways of Russia were given a subvention and allowed
to develop road transport. Professors were given chairs
in the universities. Hundreds of Russians obtained
posts to teach in the schools. Actors and producers
were given the run of the theatres and produced ballet
and Russian and Serbian plays, raising the stage to a
European level. Architects and painters were used for
the restoration of the monasteries and the construction
of the royal church at Oplenats. Old frescoes were
restored by the Russians. Facilities were granted for
the education of Russian children. So the exiles found
a second home in Jugoslavia.

These Russians have taken no part whatever in
Jugoslav politics. Not one of them has ever come
into the open to express an opinion. Only in their
passivity have they been a political factor. Their very
presence in Jugoslavia counted for something. They
had no voice but they made it difficult for King Alexander
to seek an understanding with Soviet Russia. He was
only slowly brought to the view that ultimately Jugo-
slavia would need the diplomatic support of Russia.
In 1932 and 1933 Alexander had to make up his mind
whether he was going to range his country with the
powers of the Left or with the powers of the Right.
He could play for the strong support of Germany or of
Soviet Russia. Mussolini's behaviour turned the scale
towards the Left. The Little Entente, which had been
a series of bilateral agreements, must be changed into a
stronger instrument.

He instructed Jevtitch to sound the leaders of
Roumanian and Czecho-Slovak policy and in reviewing
the situation Benes was found to be strongly in favour
of an understanding with Soviet Russia. The mutual
obligations of the Little Entente powers were revised
in February, 1933, in a new pact. The three powers